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            “Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds…” Hebrews 10:24 

  

 

GGoossppeell  NNeewwss     Stay the course, don’t get lost 

Draw a line in 2009! 

From the Pastor 
 
Since this is 
the inaugural 
issue of our 
newsletter I 
thought it 
would be 
good to 
remember 
our purpose here at Gospel.  The 
first two are general in tone since 
they are what all churches should be 
doing.  The next two are more 
specific to us here at Gospel. 
 
Our Purpose 
1. To share and demonstrate the 

love of God through the 
freshness of the Spirit in our 
communities, occupations, and 
families.  

2. To reach the lost with the 
message of God’s love and 
grace.  

3. To establish the “Body of 
Christ” by teaching individuals 
to live and walk by the Spirit, 
demonstrating the character of 
Christ for service, ministry and 
witnessing as ordained in the 
scriptures.  

4. To restore the “family” by 
teaching the body of Christ, 
married, single or dependent, to 
know and implement their God 
given roles through love, 
submission and cooperation as 
ordained in the scriptures. 

Today, as never before we stand at a 
crossroad in our American 
culture.  We have moved from a 
moral people, to an amoral people, 
and today we stand as an immoral 
people.  I believe Doug Phillips of 
Vision Forum Ministries has captured 
our present condition when he said, 
“The apostasy of the nation is the 

opportunity of the Church.  And that 
is why I have never been more 
optimistic about the mission before 
us.  I believe our present 
challenges may be God’s antidote 
to shake us out of our 
complacency.   

We need a greater passion for 
Christ.  We need a clearer sense of 
the antithesis between good and evil.  
We must re-engage the battle and 
renew our commitment to work for 
His Kingdom.  In our generation, that 
means fighting for the Christian 
family in America.  But to do this we 
need to go back to basics.  We 
need to get our own homes in order 
by reintroducing the disciplines of 
family worship, parent-to-child 
discipleship, and rediscovering the 
beauty of the culture of the Christian 
household.” 

 
We here at Gospel must realize the 
glorious opportunity to reflect the 
love of Christ in all we do.  
Especially when in comes to 
preparing our children to be lights in 
a darkened world.  I encourage you 
to find your place and join with us in 
the most incredible journey we could 
ever experience.  As Stephen Curtis 
Chapman sang, “Saddle up your 
horses we’ve got a trail to blaze, 
throughout the wild blue yonder of 
God’s amazing grace, let’s follow our 
leader into the glorious unknown, this 

is life like no other, this is the great 
adventure.” – get ready for the 
ride of your life.”    
                                          -Pastor Ed 
 

Note from the Staff 

By the grace of God and with His 
leading, we are introducing this 
first issue of the Gospel News.  As 
we share our personal testimonies 
and current events of the various 
ministries, we pray that it will be 
useful for binding us together and 
building us up in the LORD. 
 
We pray that each issue will be 
encouraging, inspirational and 
informative.  This first issue will 
contain only a few of the columns we 
hope to include.  In this issue you will 
find From the Pastor, The Word of 
Their Testimony, Around the Church, 
A Word of Encouragement, and 
Ministry Highlights.  
 
In The Future We Want To Include 
Current Events From A Christian 
Perspective, Interviews With 
Newcomers, Getting To Know You, 
etc.  We are going to need your 
help and input in order to realize 
these goals.  We welcome any and 
all suggestions that you would like to 
see included in future issues. 
 

LLLLLLLLiiiiiiiiffffffffeeeeeeee        LLLLLLLLeeeeeeeessssssssssssssssoooooooonnnnnnnn        
 

Let not mercy and truth forsake 
you; bind them around your neck.     

Proverbs 3:3-4 
  
Mercy without truth can lead to ungodly 

compromise; truth without mercy can 

lead to unfeeling legalism.  

When we pursue both equally and 

simultaneously, we reflect the heart of 

God. 

        
Charles F. Stanley Daily Bible 

 

 

The apostasy of the nation is the 

opportunity of the Church 

. – Doug Phillips 
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Men’s Fellowship 

Men's Retreat  
The hardest thing about the men’s 
retreat, as any man will tell you, is 
getting there…BUT then GOD spoke 
to my heart:  Mark 6:31 "Come 
away by yourselves to a secluded 
place and rest a while."   
 
The speaker was Pastor Kevin 
Henesy, from “Island of Grace”, 
Calvary Chapel, Holbrook. His 
sermons were a fresh wind of God, 
each one touching a different part of 
my heart; Grace upon Grace. He 
preached sermons on the “The Heart 
of God” from 2Pe 3:9.  He 
encouraged us from Rom 8:28, and 
convicted us from Isaiah 58:1-14 on 
the cost of “playing church”. Just like 
the sweet breeze of God’s presence 
2000 years ago at Pentecost, our 
faithful God blew into Shiloh at this 
gathering of men, making His 
presence known. Jesus has always 
been faithful to me, to meet me 
wherever I am, in whatever need I 
was experiencing, even in the clash 
of life and faith that brought me to 
Shiloh this time.                 

-John Reilly 

Discipleship Boot Camp 

 "1-2-3 YES" was the shout of over 
400 men from Long Island as they 
gathered on October 11 at the 
Gospel Community Church in 
Sayville for the God4Me's Men's 
Discipleship Boot Camp. The 
workshop was entitled "A Man's Wild 
Heart" and the main speaker was 
Scott Caesar, the Head Coach of 
God4Me's Men Network.  
 
The purpose of the workshop was to 
give men a closer and freer 
relationship with the LORD with a 
greater sensitivity to His voice, to 
break free of destructive thinking and 
behavior patterns and to have a 
greater capacity to experience the 
abundant life promise of John 10:10. 
 

Many men from our church attended 
the 5 hour workshop and left with a 
better understanding of who they are 
in Christ and their leadership position 
in the home. They also saw Jesus as 
masculine and strong. Jesus knew 
His identity, stood up for what He 
believed in and showed strength in 
humility in His purpose. 
 
The event was a rousing success 
and the Church thanks all the men 
and women who helped to setup, to 
prepare the breakfast of rolls, juice 
and coffee, and to keep order as we 
ministered to the men who came.   
 
For the men who attended, they 
know that they have the promises to 
share in Christ's Divine Nature (2 
Peter 1:4), that they have been 
predestined to be conformed to the 
Image of His Son (Romans 8:9) and 
that they are more than conquerors 
through Him who loved them 
(Romans 8:37). 
 
“1-2-3 YES”          

 - Gene Balsamo 
 

Youth Group 
The youth group meets every 
Wednesday evening from 7:00 to 
8:30. It is for kids ages 13-18.  
Every week we have a time of 
worship which is led by individuals 
from the youth group, and then a 
short message is shared by one of 
the leaders or a guest.  

 
This new year has started off with 
many new faces.  We have been 
focusing a lot on relationships and 
sharing with others.  We recently 
went on a retreat to Tuscarora where 
the theme was REACH, to reach out 
to others.  This was an exciting time 
where our group had the opportunity 
to be with 100’s of other 
teenagers, and to enter into 
awesome times of worship, and learn 
practical lessons from the guest 
speaker.  
 

Among other plans for the upcoming 
year are a retreat / mission trip to 
Shiloh Retreat Center with our sister 
church from upstate.  This will be 
another opportunity to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus as well as a time of 
fellowship, worship services, and fun. 
 
Our leaders are Greg & Ellen Slager, 
Tom Murray and Joe Cacoperdo 
 

Prayer Chain 
Prayer is available whenever there is 
a need.  Mary Reeve is head of the 
church prayer chain, and may be 
called for prayer at any time.  She 
will pray with you, and then pass the 
request along to the sisters on the 
prayer chain. The requests will be 
kept in prayer as long as needed, or 
until the prayer is answered.  We 
request that you inform Mary, when 
prayers have been answered so that 
we may give all the glory and 
thanksgiving to Jesus.  

 
Emergency prayer requests may be 
called in at any hour of the day or 
night to: 516-541-7584 
 

Seeds of Grace 
Food Pantry 
 

Back in October the LORD led Fred 
and Yolanta Perillo to organize a 
Food Pantry here at Gospel.  During 
the holidays the LORD supplied food 
to 17 families that were in need.  
Fred said that they are basically 
collecting soups, canned vegetables 
and macaroni products.   
 
It was suggested that when you do 
your own family’s grocery shopping 
each week, to pick up something to 
donate to the Food Pantry.  It is 
located in the entrance across from 
the Fellowship Hall.   
 
Thank you everyone who has been 
contributing.  If you have any 
questions, or would like to take food 
for someone, see Fred or Yolanta. 

��������  MMiinniissttrryy  HHiigghhlliigghhttss  ��������  
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The Past 
 
I was 25 years old in 1979 when the 
Lord saved me in the most 
miraculous way. It was a Thursday 
morning in Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
during “Spring Break” in April. It was 
a day I will never forget because 
there would never be another day 
like it.  Something was telling me it 
was going to be “my day” and I was 
not sure why.  I even said that to 
myself, not knowing that it was going 
to be my spiritual birthday. 
 

That entire week challenged my 
heart and thoughts about the sinful 
condition of the world and its youth.  I 
said, “If this is what my generation is 
bringing into the world, we don’t 
stand a chance”.  I felt we were on a 
downward spiral that could not be 
corrected and the world was in big 
trouble.  At about 8 p.m. that 
evening, I met a girl who was sharing 
her faith in Jesus.  She was affiliated 
with the Campus Crusade for Christ 
and she began to explain the 
GOSPEL to me. We asked each 
other questions about the Bible and 
about Jesus. She finally convinced 
me, and I said to her, “I tried just 
about everything else, I might as 
well try Jesus” (Romans 10: 9-10).   
 

The next thing I know I was filled with 
the Holy Spirit, I saw the bright 
white light of God, knew that my sins 
were forgiven, felt a cleansing like a 
Holy waterfall going through me and 
trembled from His power.  I sensed 
his Holy love toward me. I wept on a 
public sidewalk, not caring who saw 
me and said to myself and the Lord, 
“Why me, after all the things I’ve 
done wrong?”  I walked this girl 
about 10 blocks back to her meeting 
hall and met other Christians. This 
was all new to me, but because I had 
the gift of discernment, I could tell 
they knew Jesus like I knew Him.  I 
said out loud to them, “You know, 
you know, and you know Jesus.”  I 
stayed a while and then they had to 
leave. I ran across the parking field 

and jumped up yelling, “I found the 
answer, and it is JESUS!”  
 

As I walked back to my hotel, I could 
see into the spirit realm and 
recognize all those who were 
“unsaved” and demon possessed. It 
looked like Halloween with young 
faces covered with hair, claws, skin 
lesions, and chains. It got worse as I 
got to the thicker part of the crowd. I 
looked away and walked on the 
narrow 6” strip of cement sidewalk all 
the way back to the Merriweather 
Hotel.   
 

I wanted to tell my brother what had 
happened (Matt. 7:14). I knew this 
was something I wanted to tell 
everyone because I was a new 
creature in Christ. I had a fresh new 
start and my emptiness and painful 
hurts were removed.  I was healed 
from my past sins and loneliness. 
God came in like a flood and touched 
every part of my being. It was a day 
that would change my life forever. 
The peace of God is like a 
beautiful calm day by the water’s 
edge.  Only He can give you that 
peace, when you cast all your 
burdens on Him.  
 

When I returned to New York, I 
started to read the Bible and words 
and phrases would jump out at me 
with profound meaning and 
revelation. I would hold my eyes 
open until I was too tired to read 
another word and would fall asleep. 
His word was food for my spiritually 
starving soul, and I was feasting on it 
like it was Thanksgiving. I can’t 
imagine where I would be right now if 
I never let Jesus into my heart. Every 
day is a new adventure and His 
blessings cannot be contained.  HE 
is an amazing God. Praise the Lord 
for His Love and Mercy! (Acts 4:12) 

  

 -Gary Pfaeffle 

The Present 
 
I woke up Wednesday morning 
December 18, feeling severe neck 

pain and low back pain.  I was very 
dizzy (not room spinning dizzy).  I 
could not stand ANY light at all.  I 
had indigestion and what felt like a 
rock in my chest spreading up into 
my throat.  I thought I was having a 
heart attack. 
 

After talking to my good and blessed 
friends, Lynn and John Baiera, I was 
threatened, in a loving way, to go 
to a doctor or the hospital.  Lynn took 
me to the doctor. 
 

The doctor immediately sent me to 
the hospital.  He thought it was 
either meningitis or an aneurysm.  
They gave me a cat scan which ruled 
out the aneurysm and did a spinal 
tap which ruled out meningitis.  They 
also did a chest x-ray and blood 
work.  At 9pm they finally gave me 
some medication for the pain.  They 
concluded that I had a viral 
“something” or possibly a migraine 
headache, even though I didn’t have 
a headache at all, and no other 
symptoms connected with migraines.  
And I was sent home. 
Pastor Ed saw me in the hospital and 
anointed me, and I know the church 
was praying. 
   
As I was waiting in the hospital for all 
the different tests results, I thought I 
was going to die But GOD…the 
next morning I woke up feeling 
great and was beyond amazed!  I 
was sore from the spinal tap and the 
IV poking around, and my neck still 
hurt, but I could see and the light 
didn't hurt!  Even plain daylight was 
excruciating the day before.  I almost 
felt blind, it was surreal. 
 

I KNOW THIS WAS A MIRACLE, 
and I am PRAISING GOD, and want 
to thank you all for your prayers.  I 
called my regular doctor who I went 
to first. I spoke to his secretary and 
told her that GOD healed me!  She 
said that she believed in the power 
of prayer.   
Thank all of you again for being such 
faithful servants to God, and to the 
Body of Christ   

-Carolyn McCraw 

TThhee  WWOORRDD  ooff  TThheeiirr  TTeessttiimmoonnyy  
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By Faith We Believe 
What? 
 
The Bible says that “the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that 
things which are seen were not 
made of things which do appear” 
(Heb. 11:3); that all things which now 
exist were simply called into 
existence at God’s spoken 
command. 
 
Psalm 33:6, 9 says “By the word of 
the Lord were the heavens made; 
and all the host of them by the breath 
of His mouth. For He spake, and it 
was done; He commanded, and it 
stood fast”. 
 
It’s the God we read of in the Bible 
that we put our trust in. We believe 
creation was a true miracle. It was 
God who said “Let there be… and 
there was”, repeated many times in 
Genesis.  
 
Psalm 148:5 say’s “Let them praise 
the name of the Lord: for He 
commanded and they were created”. 
As soon as God commanded, they 
were created, not over long ages, 
but immediately. “For God who 
commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ” (1 Cor. 4:6). This is also 
especially true of the creation of light. 
“And God said, Let there be light: 
and there was light” (Gen. 1:3). 
  
This was not a slow and sporadic 
arrival of light from distant stars, nor 
a gradual heating up of the sun as 
interstellar gas collapsed and fused. 
If Scripture alone is our authority, 
then it happened suddenly and 
spectacularly. 
   
2 Corinthians 5:17 “If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature”. No 
more time is required for the 
transformation than for darkness to 
turn into light at God’s command. We 

are saved by the grace of God, not 
by works of righteousness. 
 
The future can be a scary place. The 
unknown can be overwhelming, 
especially when the known has so 
many struggles. That’s why we need 
to trust in what God has promised. 
Whatever troubles the world will be 
in, God said, “I will never leave you, 
nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). 
And Jesus said “I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age” 
(Matt. 28:20). With all the things 
going on in this world, remember 
these promises of the Lord. When 
the Lord speaks, it’s done. We may 
not know what the future holds, but 
we can trust the One who holds the 
future. It’s the word of the Lord we 
trust.    
 
Paul writes, “For this cause also 
thank we God without ceasing, 
because, when ye received the word 
of God which ye heard of us, ye 
received it not as the word of men, 
but as it is in truth, the word of God, 
which effectually worketh also in you 
that believe” (1 Thess. 2:13). 
 
In spite of our struggles and 
stumbles, God loves and accepts 
us as we are.  God told Jeremiah, 
“Before I formed you, I knew and 
approved of you” (Jer. 1:5). 
 
We need to stop worrying about 
being rejected when we don’t 
perform perfectly. The world 
operates like that, but not God. Like 
Jacob’s limp, sometimes God leaves 
flaws in us to remind us how much 
we need Him each day.  
 
Sin not confessed is like a stone in 
your shoe, get it out. No matter how 
bad things look, stay on top of the 
situation! Keep believing God. Keep 
believing and standing on His word. 
When we trust the power of God, His 
peace keeps us from panic. We need 
to be taken to the refining place. To 
have sin chopped away.  Like 
someone who works on stone and 
chops away to form something.  

 
To get a word from God, we need 
to be in the word. Be excited for 
God. It’s time to get into enemy 
territory. We are not of this world but 
still in the world. Follow and trust in 
Jesus by faith. When the Lord gives 
us a word, it’s time to step out in 
faith 
  

- Tom Piediscalzo 

 

Drop a Line 
These young brothers and sisters 
are away at their first year of college.  
They would love to get a written 
word of encouragement.  We want 
them to know that we love them, 
miss them and pray for them. 
 
 

Drew D’Agostino 
Northeastern University 

10 Speare Place 
Box 1875 

Boston, MA 02115 
 
 

Philip Imperato 
Morrisville State College 

Helyar 231 
Morrisville, NY 13408 

 
 

David Kacinski 
Liberty University 

1971 University Boulevard 
LU 32328 

Lynchburg, VA 24502 
 
 

Dayna Montalto 
Liberty University 

1971 University Boulevard 
Box 35585 

Lynchburg, VA 24502 
 
 

Kathryn Wise 
Gardner Webb University 
110 South Main Street 

Boiling Springs, NC 28017 
 

 

��������  WWOORRDD  ooff  EEnnccoouurraaggeemmeenntt  
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Signs That Follow 
Us When We Walk 
In the True Calling 

of God 
 [Isaiah 58] 

� Light shall break forth  

� Healing shall spring forth  

� Righteous shall go before  

� The Glory of the Lord – be your 
protector  

� God will answer you  

� Your light shall dawn  

� The Lord will guide you  

� Satisfy your soul in drought  

� Strengthen your bones  

� You will be like a well-watered 
garden  

� God will use you  

� You will be called the repairer, 
restorer of the breach  

� The Lord will feed you 

              - Shared by John Reilly 

WORD Works 
Library 
The Word Works Library was birthed 
back at the little white church on 
Atlantic Avenue in 2005 through the 
cooperative efforts of the 
congregants.  The name is derived 
from the simple statement that - His 
Word Works.  
 
After the move to Greeley Avenue, a 
room was dedicated and shelving 
built to house the growing collection 
of Bibles, books, videos and other 
media.  The materials were 
catalogued, categorized and carded 
and the library reopened in the fall 
of 2008.   
 
Since the reopening donations have 
continued to pour in – our cup 
runneth over and our shelves too! 
We would like to thank everyone 
for their generous donations and 
continued support.  

 
We now have a large variety of 
Christian materials including bibles, 
Bible studies, inspirational works, 
topical books (counseling, marriage, 
family etc.), and fiction. Authors 
include Billy Graham, Charles 
Stanley, Chuck Swindoll, and Max 
Lucado - to name a few. 
 
The Word Works library, adjacent to 
the Pastor’s conference room at the 
back of the church, is accessible 
before and after services, and during 
bible studies, and other church 
activities. To check out a book simply 
fill out the card in the back of the 
book and leave it in the box 
provided. Return books by leaving 
them in the designated location.  We 
will gently remind you if the book is 
not returned in a reasonable amount 
of time.  In addition we replace the 
cards and re-shelve returned books. 
 
The library is equipped with a stereo 
(with a CD player), a TV and a VCR 
to assist in the use of the materials. 
We are asking for the donation of a 
DVD player. Overall the space is 
intended to provide a serene 
comfortable spot for individuals and 
small groups to read or study. 
 
Please pay us a visit soon and take 
home something that will bless you. 
If you have any Christian books that 
you would like to donate please 
contact Anna Young.  
 

Get Wisdom, Get 
Understanding 
Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore 

get wisdom: and with all thy getting get 

understanding.                   Proverbs 4:7 

 

ON-LINE BIBLE STUDY 
RESOURCES: 

The internet can be a great blessing 
for bible study, current events, 
historical research and inspirational 
materials.  These are just a few of 

the many sites available to educate 
and encourage the body of Christ.   

 
The Bible Gateway 
www.biblegateway.com 
The Bible Gateway is a tool for 
reading and researching scripture 
online all in the language or 
translation of your choice! It provides 
advanced searching capabilities, 
which allow readers to find and 
compare particular passages in 
scripture based on keywords, 
phrases, or scripture reference. 
[Excerpt from Bible Gateway Site - 
About Us] Other features include 
reading plans, mobile access, audio 
bibles, commentaries, eBooks, 
dictionaries, and study tools. 
 
The Blue Letter Bible 
www.blueletterbible.org 
The Blue letter bible is an evolving 
facility of comprehensive bible study 
tools.  Search for any English word in 
the KJV Bible plus six Bible 
dictionaries (Nave's, Vines, Torrey's, 
Hitchcock's, Easton's Dictionaries, 
and the BLB Thematic Subject 
Guide. Also contains a Strong's 
number search tool that searches a 
Hebrew/Greek concordance plus a 
lexicon, for any Strong's number. 
Other bible translations are available.  
The site also contains links to an 
extensive set of text, audio and video 
commentaries. Other features too 
numerous to mention – take a look 
for yourself! 

As with all things, internet included, 
we must be Bereans “. . . they 
received the word with all readiness 
of mind, and searched the 
scriptures daily whether those 
things were so.” (Acts 17:11) 

    
Preach the Gospel at all times and 

when necessary use words 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 

 

 

 

WWOORRDD  ooff  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  

Prayer 8:45 
Morning 
Service 10:00 
Congregational 
Meeting 

Evening Service 
Cancelled 

2  

A Women’s 
Heart Bible 
Study 7:00 

3 

Philippians  
Bible Study  
9:30 

4 

Evening Service 
7:15 
 
Youth Group 
7:00 

5 

Luke Bible Study 
9:30 
 
Daniel Bible 
Study 7:00 

6 7 

8  

Prayer 8:45 
Morning 
Service 10:00 
Piediscalzo 
Renewal of 
Vows 

Evening Service 
7:30� 

9 

A Women’s 
Heart Bible 
Study 7:00 

10 

Philippians  
Bible Study  
9:30 

11 

Evening Service 
7:15 
 
Youth Group 
7:00 

12 

Luke Bible Study 
9:30 
 
Daniel Bible 
Study 7:00 

13 14 

 
Valentine’s 

Day 

�������� 
 

15  

Prayer 8:45 
 

Morning 
Service 10:00 
 
Evening Service 
7:30� 

16 

A Women’s 
Heart Bible 
Study 7:00 
 

17 

Philippians  
Bible Study  
9:30 

18 

Evening Service 
7:15 
 
Youth Group 
7:00 

19 

Luke Bible Study 
9:30 
 
Daniel Bible 
Study 7:00 

20 21 

22 

Prayer 8:45 
 

Morning 
Service 10:00 
 
Evening Service 
7:30� 

23 

Women’s 
Meeting 7:00 

24 

Philippians  
Bible Study  
9:30 

25 

Evening Service 
7:15 
 
Youth Group 
7:00 

26 

Luke Bible Study 
9:30 
 
Daniel Bible 
Study 7:00 

27 28 

 

Movies: 
 

����Fireproof 
In this faith based drama starring Kirk Cameron and Ray Comfort, a heroic fireman is locked in a failing marriage.  He 
decides to accept his father’s challenge to take part in a 40-day experiment designed to teach husband and wife the true 
meaning of commitment. 

 

����Way of the Master 
The Way of the Master is a series presented by Kurt Cameron and Ray Comfort that demonstrates how believers can 
share the Gospel the way Jesus did.  It shows them actually evangelizing out on the street corner. 

 
 
 
   

 

��������  FFeebbrruuaarryy  ��������    
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� Our brother, Ray Blennau reached his 90th birthday this month!  The Tuesday Morning Bible Study group celebrated with 

him on January 6, with birthday cake and a special birthday card.  Ray has been a part of our fellowship almost from the very start.  
He is a precious brother and we wish him God's very best blessings for his birthday and all through the year!   

� Lauren Plate and her friend from New Life Community Church started a Bible Club at Connetquot High School this fall.  It is the 

first of its kind, and was well received.  Ten to twelve students attend every meeting!  We pray that the LORD will produce much 
good fruit through this ministry. 

� John and Lynn Baiera are expecting their sixth child at the beginning of March.  We are thanking the LORD for a save delivery 

and a healthy baby. 

� Dawn and Luis Pena, (daughter of Greg and Josephine Mast) recently found out that she is having TWINS! They will be the 
Mast’s first grandchildren.  Please keep mom and babies in your prayers. 

� The Kacinski Family dedicated their seventh child, Kiley Joy, to the LORD on Sunday, January 4, 2009.  What a good baby!  Not 

one squeak during the whole ceremony.  The dedication was followed by a covered dish dinner for the whole church!  The 
fellowship hall was filled to capacity and the food was delicious!  What a precious time of fellowship!  Congratulations, Kacinski 
Family! 

� On Sunday, January 4, during church, came the exciting announcement that Frank and Heather Romano are expecting baby 

number four in August!  Erin, Ella, and Emilia are excited about getting a new brother or sister. Please keep Heather and baby in 
your prayers. 

� On November 26, 2008 Nancy Schoepfer was the person to be prayed for on our church prayer list.  Nancy knows that people 

were praying for her that day.  After being without a computer for 4 months, after her very old one broke down, she was given one 
that her job was discarding. It was given to her on November 26, and she was able to set it up without a hitch!  Praise God for a 
new, free computer! 

� Congratulations and God's Blessings to Frank and Carol Kreiger who celebrated their 50th anniversary in October with a 

wonderful dinner for friends and family at West Lake Inn in Patchogue.  We rejoice with you! 

� Many tears were shed as the congregation gathered around the Massaro family to pray a blessing over them in the midst of their 
move to Pennsylvania.  They were faithful servants here at Gospel and we miss them!  Their new address is: 18 Beaver Run 

Road, Downingtown, PA 19335 

 

 
 

Welcome the Ball Family: 
James, Renee, JC and 
Laura 
 
In November, the Ball family 
moved with their dog, Toto, and 
their cat, Liddie, to Sayville from 
Houston, Texas, where they had 
lived for a few months. Before that, 
James and Renee had lived for 
nineteen years in Sulphur, 
Louisiana, where the girls were 
born and raised.  
 
James grew up in Indiana, 
Arkansas, and Oklahoma. He met 
Renee during their college years in 
Oklahoma. He works as an 
engineer for Koehler Instruments 
in Bohemia. In the past, he worked 
in refineries and for laboratory 
instrument companies. In the 

Church, James taught New 
Testament for a number of years 
and previously worked with youth 
and in street evangelism. He has 
been involved in both state and 
national politics. He enjoys writing 
and video/audio production.  
 
Renee graduated from Oral 
Roberts University in Tulsa and 
taught public elementary school for 
seven years before the girls were 
born. She has taught various 
classes in church from preschool 
to high school, depending on the 
age of the girls at the time! She 
has also enjoyed being in various 
choirs and singing groups over the 
years. She loves teaching her 
favorite students every day, 
especially now that they are in high 
school. 

JC is 16 and a sophomore. She 
has been home-schooled since 
she was in second grade. She 
enjoys singing, hanging out with 
friends, acting in Shakespearean 
plays, and texting or talking on the 
phone.  
 
Laura is 14 and a freshman. She 
has been home-schooled 
throughout her school years. She 
enjoys cooking, shopping, singing, 
and spending time with friends.  
Their cross-country move has 
been quite an adventure, and they 
are all very glad to be here in New 
York. They have been pleasantly 
surprised and blessed by 
wonderful new friends, a great 
church, and their first winter as a 
family with snow! 
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Bible Studies 
Monday Night 7:00–9:00 PM 

Women’s Bible Study 
A Woman’s Heart, 

God’s Dwelling Place 
 (Beth Moore) 

Starting February 2
nd
 

Sandra Plate or  
Audrey Gaines 

 
Tuesday Morning 9:30–12:00 PM 

Philippians 
Resumes on January 6

th 

Pastor Ed Rizzo 
 

Tuesday Night 7:00 – 8:00 PM 

Discipleship Classes 
Starting the end of February (TBA) 

 
Thursday Morning 9:30-11:00 AM 

The Call to Follow Jesus, 
Study of the Book of Luke 

Starting January 8
th 

Gene Balsamo 
 

Thursday Night 7:00-9:00 PM 

Precept Bible Study 
Daniel – Part One 
Starting January 8

th
 

Al Schlesinger 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

Gospel  
Community Church 

 
Join us for: 

 
Sunday Morning Service 

10:00 AM 
 

Sunday Evening Service 
7:30 PM 

 
Wednesday Evening Service 

7:15 PM  
 

Gospel  
Community Church 
138 Greeley Avenue  

Sayville, NY 11782 

 

 

 


